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Legal Issues in Nursing

Objectives

� Demonstrate through role-play who is at 
risk for negligence

� Discuss The Nebraska Nurse Practice Act
� Evaluate need for malpractice insurance.

Who is responsible for error or 
negligence?
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Gaetana Dimora Case
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Potential Defendants
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Who did they pursue? What is negligence?
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Directed Verdicts
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Counterclaim
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Compensatory Damages
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Punitive Damages
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Nominal Damages
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Case Review:  Lovett (2204) 
Court of Appeals of Ohio
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Who did Henry Lovett pursue? Court Actions-Summary Judgment
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Opposition to Lorain Community 
Hospitals motion for summary 

judgment
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The Fifth District Court of 
Appeals
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Results
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Professional Practice: Nursing Law
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Legal Responsibilities 
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Nurse Practice Act
� /��
�������
���������������������������
���


 �������������������������������������������

 ����������������������������
�������� �������
������������
������
����
 ����������
���
��������
���������������
�&�9����������
 �
���������
������� ���������������������
�
������'���������
�
 � ��������
�������������
����������������D���������������������������
������������)��������/��&

4C����
���	

.���&�>E6

Nurse Practice Act
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Interviews:
UNMC-Kearney & College of Saint Mary
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Risk Management: Nursing 
Students Negligence
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Malpractice Insurance 
Survey/Staff Nurses



Malpractice Insurance 
Survey/Instructors

Legal Responsibilities 
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Average Cost of Malpractice Insurance
$1,000,000-$6,000,000
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Who can be found liable/negligent?
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Malpractice insurance?
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Other cases
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